THE LAST ASSAULT
langour of spirit, but this was not a current remedy. In
other respects, very easily influenced, as those of not alto-
gether normal sensibility nearly always are, with harsh
displays of temper, constant in his major designs but
variable in his daily conduct, he allowed himself, through
idleness or exasperation with life, to yield to various
influences, especially those exercised by his favourites,
male and female.
Louis xm was not insensible to feminine charm, but an
incurable timidity, associated with a strange coldness of
temperament, had always turned him aside from women.
Yet he was capable of love; in fact, he did love \flle. de
la Fayette and more especially Mile, de Hautefort    But
what a singular attachment! . . . These ladies were not
mistresses.   He did not desire physical contact; on the
contrary, it was so repugnant to him that, until his rapproche-
ment with Anne of Austria, there were long years when he
had not used his conjugal rights, and the birth of the
Dauphin, on September 5, 1638, stupefied the entire Court.
What he sought from a woman was, above all, a trustful
tenderness. When he was sorrowful, one had to be sorrow-
ful too, and had to make him feel that he could speak
freely without his confidence being betrayed.   He was
happy then, and had no wish for a more ardent happiness.
But Richelieu dreaded feminine intrigues.   He always
felt a certain distrust of women; he feared above all that
one of them would some day reveal to Louis xm the sensuous
joys of which he was ignorant: the King would then become
her slave.   The Cardinal thought it preferable that he
should devote himself to a masculine friendship rather
than to an excessive fondness for a woman.  The danger
here was slight, for the suspicious which have been thrown
on the morals of Louis xm rest on no evidence and seem
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